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THE  MONTH  IN  BRIEF 

On  the  International  Scene.  Washington  continues  to  view  with  apprehension  the  dangerous  situation 

in  the  Middle  East.  The  President  xirged  moderation  on  all  sides,  and  there 
were  proposals  for  UN  action  in  an  effort  to  avert  a  war.  On  the  other  side  of  the  world,  the  United 
States  prepared  to  conduct  further  atomic  tests  in  April  in  the  Pacific,  while  Administration  officials 
and  Congress  seemed  xmmindful  of  the  unanimous  opposition  of  the  Japanese  Diet  to  the  tests.  In 
London,  the  United  States  set  forth  its  latest  position  on  disarmament  at  the  UN  Subcommittee  meeting. 
And  in  the  Senate,  the  Bricker  Amendment  issue  again  claimed  public  attention. 

In  Congress.  House  and  Senate  Appropriations  Committees  were  busy  with  the  huge  task  of  reviewing 
requests  for  federal  appropriations  of  over  $65  billion  for  the  coming  year.  Both  Senators 
and  Congressmen  had  one  eye  on  the  voters  as  they  watched  the  primary  results,  voted  a  Senate  Farm 
Bill,  slowed  up  an  investigation  into  lobbies,  and  talked  about  the  issue  of  integration.  The  House 
approved  the  appointment  of  two  generals  as  Assistant  Commissioners  in  the  Immigration  and  Naturaliza¬ 
tion  Service.  The  opposition,  led  by  Representatives  Robert  H.  MoUohan,  Lee  Metcalf  and  Edith  Green, 
objected  to  the  militarization  of  the  Immigration  Service.  They  mustered  81  votes  for  the  recommittal 
of  the  nominations,  but  not  enough  to  prevent  passage. 


Disarmament  Hearings.  The  twelve  member  Senate 
Subcommittee  on  Disarmament,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  has  held  foim  days  of  hearings 
so  far.  It  plans  to  take  testimony  in  Boston  on  April 
9,  for  its  first  session  outside  of  Washington,  and  for 
its  first  testimony  from  non-governmental  witneses. 
Witnesses  already  heard  include  Harold  E.  Stassen; 
Secretary  of  State  John  Foster  Dulles;  Senator  Ralph 
E.  Flanders;  Lewis  Strauss,  Chairman  of  the  Atomic 
Energy  Commission;  Theodore  C.  Streibert,  Director 
of  the  U.  S.  Information  Agency;  Secretary  of  Defense 
Charles  E.  Wilson;  and  Admiral  Arthur  E.  Radford, 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  Write  to  Sen¬ 
ator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  Senate  Subcommittee  on 
Disarmament,  Washington  25,  D.  C.  for  copies  of  the 
hearings. 

Southerners  Issue  Manifesto.  The  tensions  in  Con¬ 
gress  over  civil  rights  have  been  increased  by  the  March 
11  “Declaration  of  Constitutional  Principles”  signed 
by  19  Senators  and  81  Representatives,  all  from  southern 
states.  In  this  manifesto  they  pledge  themselves  “to 
use  all  lawful  means  to  bring  a^ut  a  reversal  of  this 
Supreme  Court  decision  which  is  contrary  to  the  Con¬ 


stitution  and  to  prevent  the  use  of  force  in  its  imple¬ 
mentation.” 

It  is  recognized  in  Washington  that  this  Declaration 
was  issued  largely  because  of  “political  reasons  back 
home”  in  an  election  year,  and  that  the  signatures  of 
certain  liberal  southern  members  of  Congress  were 
secured  after  their  influence  was  exerted  to  tone  down 
the  original  language.  What  is  needed  now,  rather  than 
a  counter  manifesto,  is  a  general  recognition  that  this 
is  an  issue  between  law  and  order  and  anarchy,  rather 
than  a  conflict  between  North  and  South,  or  between 
white  and  Negro.  Negroes  are  determined  to  overcome 
their  second  class  citizenship.  Members  of  both  races 
need  to  meet  together  as  equals  on  the  local  level  to 
seek  community  solutions  within  the  spirit  of  the 
Supreme  Court  decision.  The  status  of  civil  rights  legis¬ 
lation  is  reviewed  on  page  3. 

Home  Rule.  Residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
are  still  seeking  the  right  of  home  rule.  Yoiu: 
Representatives  can  help  them  by  signing  a  dis¬ 
charge  petition  to  bring  S.  669  out  of  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  (where  no  action  is 
being  taken),  to  the  House  floor  for  consideration. 


See  Action  for  suggestions  on  issues  where  citizen  action  can 

be  effective  in  shaping  policy  here  in  Washington. 
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FOREIGN  AID  MESSAGE 


President  Eisenhower  on  March  19  requested  Congress 
to  appropriate  $4,859,975,000  for  the  Mutual  Seciurity 
Program  for  fiscal  year  1957.  He  called  the  need  for 
these  funds  “urgent.” 

This  program  is  largely  a  military  one,  with  $4.1  billion 
of  the  $4.9  going  for  military  assistance  for  other  coun¬ 
tries,  direct  forces  support  and  defense  support.  The 
foreign  aid  request  represents  a  $2.2  billion  increase 
over  the  $2.7  billion  voted  last  year.  But  the  increase 
asked  by  the  Administration  is  also  largely  for  the 
military,  at  a  time  when  the  people  in  the  imderde- 
veloped  areas  of  the  world  are  looking  to  the  West 
for  financial  assistance  in  building  programs  for  human 
betterment. 

Humanitarian  Programs 

The  accompanying  graph  compares  the  humanitarian 
program  with  the  mihtary  program.  There  has  been 
no  substantial  increase  in  non-military  aid  and  assis¬ 
tance;  in  fact,  the  request  for  the  United  States  program 
of  technical  cooperation  is  $140  million,  or  $6  million 
less  than  the  authorization  requested  last  year. 

The  sum  requested  for  the  UN  Expanded  Technical 
Assistance  Program  is  $15.5  million.  Thus  U.  S.  tech¬ 
nical  assistance  through  the  United  Nations  is  only 
about  11%  of  the  U.  S.  bilateral  technical  assistance 
program.  $10  million  is  requested  for  UNICEF  (United 
Nations  International  Children’s  Emergency  Fund),  a 
valuable  UN  children’s  relief  program  which  could  easily 
be  expanded.  $67.1  million  is  requested  for  refugee 
programs — UNREF  (United  Nations  Refugee  Fimd) , 
ICEM  (International  Committee  for  European  Migra¬ 
tion),  Palestine  refugees  and  escapees. 

Some  Congressional  leaders  have  been  critical  of  the 
great  preponderance  of  mihtary  aid  requested  by  the 
Administration.  Senator  Mike  Mansfield  of  Montana 
said  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  on  March  22:  “I  see  no 
evidence  of  any  new  constructive  thinking  in  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  this  nation  to  the  Soviet  challenge.  .  .  .  There 
is  no  evidence  of  any  reappraisal,  for  example,  of  the 
ratio  of  funds  requested  for  mihtary  assistance.” 

Flexibility  and  Long-Term  Aid 

One  of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  President’s 
message  is  his  request  for  greater  flexibihty  in  aid 
programs  and  authorization  for  longer-term  commit¬ 
ments — a  maximum  of  $100  milhon  per  year  over  a 
ten-year  period.  A  long-term  aid  program  tmder  which 
the  United  States  is  on  record  as  committed  to  continued 
assistance  woiild  help  solve  many  planning  and  person¬ 
nel  problems.  Government  officials  now  feel  they  cannot 
make  promises  of  aid  to  other  countries  for  more  than 
one  year.  This  hampers  implementation  of  large-scale 
projects  such  as  the  Aswan  Dam  in  Egypt  or  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  transportation  facihties  which  must  be 
constructed  over  a  period  of  years. 

Opposition  to  a  long-term  commitment  has  been  voiced 
in  Congress  ever  since  the  President’s  State  of  the 
Union  message  in  January. 


Write  your  Senators  and  Congressman  support-  •£ 

ing  a  program  of  non-mihtary  economic  aid  and 
technical  assistance  on  a  long-term  basis  as  one  means  g. 
of  helping  people  in  other  coimtries,  as  one  way  to  ^ 
create  the  conditions  of  peace.  ^ 

Non-Military  Foreign  Aid  Program  in  Perspective 

(Requested  appropriations  for  year  beginning  July  1,  1956.)  ^ 

Non-Military  Foreign  Aid  a 

illlllllillM  $470,000,000;  Development  assistance  “ 

(economic  aid) 

IIIID  $157,500,000:  Technical  assistance 

Illll  $101,775,000:  All  other  (including 

UNICEF,  refugee  pro¬ 
gram,  ocean  freight, 
and  others) 


Military  Foreign  Aid 


$3,000,000,000:  Foreign  military  as¬ 
sistance  and  direct 
forces  support 


$35,500,000,000:  Department  of  De¬ 
fense  (estimated  bud¬ 
get  expenditures)  not 
including  $1.9  billion 
for  development  and 
control  of  atomic  en¬ 
ergy,  and  $.67  billion 
for  stockpiling  and 
defense  production 
expansion 

*  This  program,  according  to  the  President’s  description  in 
his  message,  “proposes  economic  help  to  those  of  our  allies 
whose  own  resources  cannot  support  their  essential  defense 
effort.”  It  is  designed  “in  part  to  assist  projects  of  a  non¬ 
military  cl^acter  which  further  defense  activities,  in  part 
to  help  build  internal  resources  and  economic  stability,  and 
in  part  to  contribute  to  the  recipient’s  program  of  economic 
development.”  Much  of  this  money  goes  to  support  the 
governments  of  Turkey,  Formosa,  and  Pakistan. 
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CIVIL  RIGHTS  LEGISLATION 

Despite  Southern  opposition  in  the  form  of  a  “Declara¬ 
tion  of  Constitutional  Principles,”  the  month  of  March 
saw  civil  rights  legislation  begin  to  move  in  both  House 
and  Senate. 

In  the  House.  A  bipartisan  Civil  Rights  group,  num¬ 
bering  now  about  40,  has  been  meeting 
since  November  to  encourage  civil  rights  legislation. 
Confronted  by  Congressional  touchiness  over  such  bills 
and  by  the  great  number  (over  fifty)  introduced  in 
the  first  session  of  Congress,  they  believe  that  energies 
should  be  concentrated  on  a  few  basic  issues: 

(1)  right  to  vote,  since  once  a  Negro  is  represented, 
other  rights  will  follow; 

(2)  anti-violence,  for  only  through  such  protection 
will  he  achieve  his  right  to  vote; 

(3)  a  strengthening  of  the  Civil  Rights  Section  of  the 
Justice  Department,  in  order  that  the  above  pro¬ 
tection  be  possible; 

(4)  the  creation  of  a  bipartisan  commission,  as  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  President  in  his  State  of  the 
Union  message,  to  investigate  charges  of  pressures 
and  discriminations  against  the  Negro. 

Since  the  Justice  Department  is  understood  to  have 
completed  work  on  specific  recommendations  for  legis¬ 
lation  in  these  areas,  the  Civil  Rights  group  has  em¬ 
phasized  trying  to  hasten  this  report. 

On  March  21,  the  House  Judiciary  Subcommittee  deal¬ 
ing  with  civil  rights  reported  to  the  full  committee  two 
bills  embodying  some  of  these  issues.  Although  a 
number  of  similar  bills  had  been  introduced,  the  ones 
acted  on  by  the  Subcommittee  were  those  introduced 
by  Emanuel  Celler  of  New  York.  They  are:  H.R.  259, 
providing  for  anti-violence  measures;  and  H.R.  627,  in¬ 
cluding  sections  on  right  to  vote,  strengthening  the 
Justice  Department,  and  a  President’s  civil  rights  com¬ 
mission  (not  bipartisan).  Hearings  on  these  bills,  as 
well  as  49  others,  were  held  by  the  Subcommittee  on 
July  13,  14,  and  27,  1955.  Copies  of  the  bills  and  hear¬ 
ings  may  be  obtained  free  from  your  Congressman  or 
the  Subcommittee. 

Since  it  is  felt  there  are  not  enough  votes  to  report 
these  bills  out  of  the  full  House  Judiciary  Committee, 
some  members  of  the  Civil  Rights  group  plan  to  circu¬ 
late  a  “discharge  petition,”  requiring  218  signatiires,  to 
bring  H.R.  627  to  the  floor  and  bypass  both  the  Judiciary 
and  the  Rules  Committees. 

In  the  Senate.  The  Senate  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on 
Constitutional  Rights  on  March  2  re¬ 
ported  to  the  full  committee  four  civil  rights  bills.  H.R. 
5205,  earlier  passed  by  the  House,  seeks  to  protect 
servicemen  (particularly  Negro)  against  violence.  The 
other  three  bills  are  sponsored  by  Senators  Humphrey, 
Douglas,  Lehman,  Langer,  Neuberger,  McNamara,  Mag- 
nuson,  Murray,  and  Neely.  They  are:  S.  900  (anti¬ 
violence),  S.  902  (strengthen  Department  of  Justice), 
and  S.  903  (right  to  vote). 

A  deep  struggle  lies  ahead,  first  in  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  chaired  by  Senator  James  O.  Eastland  of 
Mississippi;  then,  if  reported  out,  on  the  Senate  floor 


where  the  bilUs  face  a  possible  filibuster  designed  to 
prevent  a  vote.  The  latter  can  be  broken  only  through 
“cloture,”  involving  a  vote  by  2/3  of  the  total  member¬ 
ship. 

Letters  encomaging  leadership  and  initiative  in 
establishing  the  bi-partisan  civil  rights  commission 
and  strengthening  the  civil  rights  section  of  the  Justice 
Department  should  go  to  President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 
and  Attorney  General  Herbert  Brownell  Jr.  Letters 
should  also  go  to  the  members  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Judiciary  Committees,  as  well  as  your  own  Senators  and 
Congressman,  asking  for  support  of  right  to  vote  and 
anti-violence  legislation.  Your  Congressman  should  be 
encomaged  to  sign  the  discharge  petition  to  bring 
H.R.  627  to  the  floor  for  debate. 

U.  S.  OFFERS  LIMITED  DISARMAMENT  PLAN 

On  March  22  at  the  London  meeting  of  the  United 
Nations  Subcommittee  on  Disarmament,  the  United 
States  through  Harold  E.  Stassen  offered  to  reduce  its 
armed  forces  to  a  maximum  of  2,500,000  men  and  to 
scale  down  its  conventional  arms  and  military  expendi¬ 
tures  proportionately  if  the  Soviet  Union  would  do  the 
same. 

Coupled  with  this  proposal  is  one  suggesting  that  both 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  set  aside  a 
special  disarmament  test  area  of  between  20,000  and 
30,000  square  miles  each,  where  United  Nations  in¬ 
spection  teams  could  practice  checking  and  supervising 
arms  limitation. 

This  is  in  contrast  to  the  United  States-British-French 
proposals  in  1952  of  a  cut  in  military  manpower  down 
to  1%  or  preferably  1  million  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  the  Soviet  Union  and  Communist  China,  with 
correspondingly  lower  figures  for  other  countries.  After 
a  long  period  of  delay,  the  spokesman  for  the  Soviet 
Union  in  May,  1955,  accepted  these  figures  as  a  target 
for  reduction,  but  without  accepting  fully  the  far-reach¬ 
ing  inspection  and  control  insisted  upon  by  the  United 
States. 

Instead  of  manpower  cuts  of  50%  or  more  as  earlier 
proposed  as  examples  and  then  “reserved”  by  Mr. 
Stassen  last  fall,  these  latest  proposals  envisage  a  man¬ 
power  reduction,  according  to  a  New  York  Times  dis¬ 
patch,  of  about  13.8%  for  the  United  States  and  about 
37.5%  for  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  world  would  be  tremendously  relieved  if  a  dis¬ 
armament  agreement  could  be  reached  even  on  this 
limited  basis  as  a  starter.  It  has  been  the  contention 
of  the  editors  of  this  Newsletter  that  what  is  needed 
is  a  far-reaching  comprehensive  disarmament  plan 
directed  toward  imiversal  disarmament,  with  the  first 
stage  envisioning  even  more  substantial  reduction  than 
the  miUion  to  million-and-a-half  figure. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  danger  of  involvement  in  war  in 
the  immediate  future  is  in  the  spreading  of  area  con¬ 
flicts  such  as  in  the  Middle  East  and  the  Formosa  straits; 
thus  it  is  necessary  to  get  temperatiires  and  arms  re¬ 
duced  in  those  areas.  The  problems  of  inspection  are 
likely  to  be  more  readily  solved  in  a  framework  of 
contemplated  drastic  disamament. 
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OCEAN  FREIGHT  AMENDMENT  ADDED 
TO  SENATE  FARM  BILL 

In  one  of  the  most  intensive  efforts  in  its  history,  the 
FCNL,  in  cooperation  with  other  organizations,  worked 
for  passage  of  an  amendment  to  the  farm  bill  to  pro¬ 
vide  more  ocean  freight  reimbursement  to  volimtary 
agencies  engaged  in  distribution  abroad  of  surplus  com¬ 
modities  on  a  person-to-person  basis  in  70  countries. 
Another  amendment  was  adopted  to  include  “processing” 
in  the  costs  which  could  be  assumed  by  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation.  33  Senators  were  interviewed  in 
person. 

During  the  last  year  and  a  half,  18  volimtary  agencies 
distributed  to  needy  people  abroad  approximately  one 
billion  pounds  of  agricultural  surplus  commodities, 
chiefly  dairy  products.  Near  the  end  of  1955,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Ezra  T.  Benson  made  available  wheat, 
corn,  rice,  and  dried  beans,  also.  The  relief  agencies 
estimated  that  in  the  next  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
their  ocean  freight  requirements  might  be  about  four 
times  that  of  a  year  ago. 

Since  the  United  States  has  an  inventory  of  more  than 
six  bilhon  dollars  in  agricultural  commodities,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  using  a  much  larger  quantity  in  foreign 
rehef  through  voluntary  agencies  are  manifold.  It  is 
the  kind  of  humanitarian  program  through  which  this 
country  ought  to  share  its  God-given  abundance.  It 
does  not  interfere  with  the  agricultural  economy  of 
the  recipient  countries,  nor  involve  “dumping.” 

The  much-debated  and  amended  farm  bill,  which  passed 
the  Senate  March  19,  goes  to  conference  with  the 
House  over  the  Easter  recess,  and  the  conference  ver¬ 
sion  will  be  taken  up  again  aifter  April  9. 

You  might  write  Senators  Hubert  H.  Humphrey 
and  Herbert  H.  Lehman  letters  of  appreciation  for 
their  sponsorship  of  the  ocean  freight  amendment,  and 
Senator  Earle  C.  Clements  for  the  processing  amend¬ 
ment. 


DIRKSEN-BRIGKER  AMENDMENT 

A  revised  Bricker  Amendment,  introduced  by  Senator 
Everett  M.  Dirksen  of  Illinois,  was  reported  out  of  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee  on  March  5  without  waiting 
for  hearings  on  Administration  reaction.  The  original 
Bricker  amendment,  was  defeated  by  one  vote  in  the 
Senate  in  1954.  In  an  effort  to  make  the  amendment 
acceptable  to  the  Administration,  Senator  Bricker  agreed 
to  a  substitute  by  Senator  Dirksen  which  replaced  the 
much-opposed  “which  clause”  with  the  more  innocuous- 
sounding: 

“A  provision  of  a  treaty  or  other  international 
agreement  which  conflicts  with  any  provision  of 
the  Constitution  shall  not  be  of  any  force  or  effect.” 
(italics  added) 

When  asked  for  his  opinion,  Harrop  A.  Freeman,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Law  at  the  Cornell  Law  School  stated: 

“A  lawyer  must  and  every  citizen  should  not  only 
analyze  the  avowed  purpose  of  a  statute  or  amend¬ 
ment  but  should  also  forsee  the  uses  to  which  it 
may  be  put.  It  is  clear  that  a  Bricker  or  Dirksen 
Amendment  could  be  used  to  prevent  American 
participation  in  world  government,  in  disarmament, 
in  universal  declarations  of  human  rights  as  easily 
as  it  could  be  employed  to  prevent  involvement  in 
war  or  other  commitments  abroad.” 

His  full  statement  is  available  from  the  FCNL  upon 
request. 

The  President’s  opposition  is  essential  if  this  measure 
is  to  be  blocked.  When  questioned  on  the  revised 
amendment  at  a  news  conference  on  March,  7,  President 
Eisenhower  reiterated  his  opposition  to  the  original 
Bricker  amendment,  but  refrained  from  commenting  on 
the  present  version. 

Senate  consideration  of  the  amendment  is  not  expected 
for  at  least  a  month.  Letters  opposing  the  amend¬ 
ment  should  go  to  President  Eisenhower,  Attorney 
General  Herbert  Brownell,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  State  John 
Foster  Dulles,  and  your  own  Senators. 
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